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COMENIUS PROJEU 

"PEOPLE ANO SCIENCES" 2000 2003 

ow to bulld a un1ted 
Europe, how to mduce 
interest 1n young 
people for the sake of 

the European movement? Even 
m the early nineties the Dutch 
government tned to st1mulate 
mternat1onal educat1on m the1r 
schools. In the Maastncht treaty 
(the Netherlands, 1993) the EU -
memberstates officially agreed 
on the intended cooperative 
European school educat1on, wh1ch resu lted m 
the 1995 Socrates Action Programmes. The 
Comen1us ProJect 1s part of this. From the very 
begmning the RSG Steenwijk was a 
coordinatmg school m one such proJect From 
2000 even a second term was launched with 
Askim (Norway), Murcia (Spa1n), lasi (Roman1a), 
Bratislava (Siovak1a), and Padova (ltaly) The 
f1rst two schools also part1c1pated m the first 
project wh1ch was from 1996 unti! 1999. 

The name Comenius originates from Jan Amos 
Komenski (lat.Comen1us), who lived from 1592 -
1670 The Czech theologian, phllosopher and 
pedagogue was convmced that only education 
would allow people to fully develop 
themselves and to live together in a 
harmonious world. 

For th ree years dozens of our teachers and 
hundreds of young students have been 
acquainted through the Comen1us project, and 
thus learned from each other's curnculums and 
cultures. V1a rec1procal d1stance learnmg we 
covered subject themes from "People an d 
Soences" and those who d1d exchanges have 
experienced a different culture whlle abroad. 

The six schools iuvolved 
in this Comenius Project would 

like to thank }an de }ager for ltis 
invaluable work as coordina/or 

The 3-year cooperat1on has taught 
us that Brussels made an 
exemplary move at that t1me to 
enhance the 1nternational 
(European) integration through 
educational cooperation between 
schools. What th1s meant for our 
relatively small network of schools 
can't be better sa1d than by Eva 
Stancikova, one of the project­
teachers from Bratislava : " .. . l 

have seen how the international 
cooperation can change people - we have 
made a good team and influenced each other -
the people from cold north grew warmer, relaxed 
and more happy-go-lucky, the people from 
carefree south g rew to be punctual and 
consistent, we from the m1ddle have learnt very 
much about new methods of work, customs in 
many countnes and have found many good 
fnends among you ... " . 

Commitment and friendship were certain ly 
highlighted at the grand Murcia Festival, some 
weeks ago (29 March - 4 Aprii 2003). lt officially 
concluded the current Comenius Projed. lt was 
ev1dent that international education levels 
barriers and that our nat1ons have grown 
towards one another's understandmg. 

This lnternational Magazme highlights some 
project activities of the past three years. lt is a 
review on a project coming to its close. lt makes 
us a llttle sad on one hand. Hopefully it also 
means a new start for a third European 
network, enablmg young people from vanous 
countnes to practically experience what 
1nternational Europe involves. How important 1t 
is for them to realize that 1t 1s they who must 
shape the future United Europe. 

Jan de Jager ~ 
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l COMENIUS INTERNATIONAL WEEK 

* 

I.E.S. LICENCIADO FRANCISCO CASCALES, MURCIA 31ST MARCH- 4TH APRIL, 2003 

To end up the present project, a final conference 
of teac hcrs a n d stude nt s was arranged i n 
Murc ia . Two exc hangcs , from As kim and 
Steenwijk, were carried out at the same time. 
Together with thi s meeting, a music festiva l was 
held . There is no language more internatio nal 
than Music, and it is also thc language for Peace 
and Harmony between people. 

Therefore , durin g t he week, wo rk was 
developed in three paths: 

• Meetings of the fina l confer ence of 
t each ers a nd s tud e n ts to a n a lyse t h e 
dcvelopmcnt of t h e Com enius P roject 
2000/2003. 

Som e o f the teachers particìpatìng in the Com enius 

lnternational Week 

l n the teachers conference, a generai review of 
the achievements o f the three yea rs of o ur 
common project was carried out, as well as an 
analysis o f those aspects that should be impoved 
for future projects. The presence of e leve n 
tcachers from the guest countries, togcthcr w ith 
the teachers of the Spanish organizing school 
has a lso been a step towards a future starting 
conference for a new project. 
In the studen ts conference, student s from a li 
the participa ting countri cs mel to work on 
ed uca ti on sys te m s, leis ure lime, socia l 
re la ti o ns h ips an d o the r top ics wh ic h they 
compared in whal turned oul to be a greatly 
enri chening ex periencc. In fact, the main aim of 
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projccts like ours is achieving that young pcople 
work togethe r, cooperate, h el p each other, and 
learn how to lcarn from each other's cultures as 
a way fora better understanding in our common 
world. 

• T h c p roj ects for t h c exch a n ges with 
Holla nd a nd Norway. 

In th e ti me prepared for wo rkin g o n the 
common projects, studems and teachcrs have 
been dealing with these two to pics: a fina l 
p erforma nce took piace for the "Fairy tales" 
project, and some visits to compare theory and 
p rac tice were carri e d ou t for the ·'Golden 
section" project. 

• Co n ce r ts of the orc h est r as of the 
participating countries: 

Each orchestra or mu sic g roup h ad a 
p erfo rma n ce at Cascalcs H igh School 
Auditorium: 
- H a rps Orchestra from Is tituto Vesco' ile 

Barbariga (Padova, ltaly),. 

- RSG Stecnwijk Orc hes tra (Steenwijk, 
llolland). 

- Voca l Tri o from Skola Knihov nickych a 
ln formac nych studii , Bratislava (Siovakia). 

- Cascales High School C hoir, IES Licenciado 
Francisco Cascales, Murcia (Spain). 

- Performanccs in some other places were also 
carri cd out i n the fram cwork or the Comenius 
Projcc t, bcca use we wanted to make our 
project well -known and allow some contacts 
with music groups in Murcia. 

- J azz- roc k group or Askim Videregaende 
Sko le, from Askim (Norway) in L a Alberca 
(Murc ia) , invited by I.E.S. A lquibla High 
School, togethcr wi th groups from Alquibla 
and Cascales High Schools. 

- H a rps Orc hes tra from Padova in B e niajan 
Auditorium, Beniajan (Murcia), invited by thc 
Music Asociation of thi s city. 

- RSG Orchestra fro m Steenwijk in Bianca 
Theatre, Bianca (Murcia), invited by the City 
Council. 



The Romea Theatre b ecame the idea/ frame for a really 

moving performance. 

Com eniu 'i lnterna t iona l Concert , at Romca 
Theatrc (M urc la), \\Il h performance-. or C\C r} 
g roup a nd orche-. tra-. a nd lhe a tt e ndance of 
more 1han onc lhou-.and -.tudents. teacher-. and 
parenh !rom lhc ho.,l ing !>chool and nine more 
schoo l -. w ho werc invited to thc C\C nl. 
BeethO\ en ' -. " l l}mn 10 Joy·· was performcd al 
the end b) evcr} mu-.ic ian and singer togclhcr. 
lt wa., grcat to !>CC !>O many young peoplc from 
different countri c!-. p layi ng together on the !>tage. 
The concc rt was recordcd on a CD. 

The ro-;c-. givcn lo cach performer wcrc j u'>t a 
symbol of 1hc atmosphcre we a li cou ld feci al 
the thcatrc. 

The performance of the Casca/es chotr 

r- Som e other act ivitics werc: 
The offi cial welcome in lhe Asscmbly Hall o f 
lhc school, be ing the c ha irm an lhe Deput y 
Generai Manager of Education Programmes and 
Tcache r Training, in Murcia. 
In thc cvening of Thur~day, 3 rd, Apri i , a 
Fa r cwcll pa rty wa!> he ld at !>chool, for which 
lhc -.tude nls prepared some pcrformances and 
..,pccchcs abo ul the project-. and sang some 
-.ongs logelher. The evening wa-. clo!>cd with a 
dinner at school, prepared by lhc school and lhe 
parcnts, w ho al so joincd the party. 
On Friday, we al i wenl to thc !-.Casidc, in L a 
Manga d el M a r Mcnor and cnjoyed a sunny 
day. Wc also learned about lhis pcculiar inncr 
sca in Murc ia, separa1e d from thc 
Mcditarranean by some lwo hundrcd meters. 
Bcsidc-;, othcr cultura ! a nd lcisu t·e activitics 
wcre developed, such as guidcd visi t~ lo the city 
ccnlrc. Salzillo Muscum (a \ery i mportant 
-.cu lplor of 1he XVIIIth cc nlur} in Murcia), 
Cra ft-.man ship Centre. Museum of the Cit}. 
Wate rmilb Mu!>eum (don ' t fo rget lhe draught 
problems in our dislri cl), Archena Spa (daling 
bad .. from Roman lim es), Primary School 
Cierva Penafìe l for ~ome young harpi sts. Our 
schoo l i1 se lf is worth a vi s it as a hi s torica l 
monument. Within the school, some stude nts 
a t t c nded a Che m is try lesso n w h e re an 
c>.periment wilh our local frui t and symbo l of 
the orc hard of Murcia , the lc mon , was made. 

Ali in ali, more than one hundred friendo; from 
Norway, Holla nd , lta l y, S lova kia, a nd 
Rom a nia working and e njoying the mselvcs 
logelher wiù1 ù1e Spani'>h teachcr-. and <.,tudcnts 

during lhh week at 
Cascale!> High School. as 
t he e nd o f thc prese nt 
Com cnius l~rojcct , which 
will hopcfu lly continue in a 
new project that has 
already becn applied for by 
ali thc schooh i n\o lved. 
We hope, indeed, that thi'> 
is a new s te p for many 
years of inlerna t io nal 
cooperation lo come, and , 
of coursc , would like to 
tha nk ali our friends for 
making thi'> u n forgclablc 
event possible. 
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RSG STEENWIJK 
STEENWIJK (THE NETHERLANDS) 

Our school is located in Steenwijk. This is a small 
town in the province of Overijssel in the north­
west of The Netherlands. Steenwijk is situated 
halfway between Amsterdam and Groningen. 
Steenwijk is a municipality amidst "moors, 
pastures and lakes" and numbers just aver 
22,000 inhabitants. 

The RSG schools welcomes about 1300 pupils 
every day. lt provides education for various 
streams among which are : the practical 
department, VMBO, HAVO, Atheneum and 
Grammar schoo l. We have two buildings to 
accommodate ali our departments. 

The RSG Steenwijk is a public school. Public 
education means t hat ali denominations are 
equally emancipatory. Pluriformity is considered 
valuable. By way of project lessons and through 
daily practice we teach our pupils to respect 
differences of opin ions and beliefs . Another 
educational aim is to account for differences in 
capability. We try to allow for each pupil's ability. 

Our pupils must be offered ampie opportunity to 
learn and develop themselves at their own level 
and find an avenue to independent learning. This 
involves individuai assignments and individuai 
tutoring. The school 's accommodation is laid out 
w ith individuai study corners. 

lnternationalisation features prominently at the 
RSG . Preparing our pupils for our ever changtng 
society, for a borderless Europe and for global 
developments our education demands particular 
requirements . Transfer of knowledge and 
educating for a d tploma fall short of present and 
future developments. More is needed to prepare 
them for this. Besides a thorough knowledge of 
the modern languages, ICT and presentatìon 
skills present day pupils are required to develop 
themselves into independent personalities. They 
need to acquire a knowledge of cultura! diverstty 
and to gain an insight in international relatìons 
when they become the new European cittzens 
building on a successful future . The new 
education programmes in Holland enable the 
schools to organise international cooperatton. 
lnternational education not only stimulates the 
regular courses, it also means to realise new 
educational aims. 



-
ISTITUTO BAIRBARIGO 

PADOVA (ITALY) 

... 

Colleg1o Vescovile Barbarrgo is a private school 
of Catholic inspiration 
S1tuated in the centre of the town, the ma1n 
bu1lding of Collegio Vescov1le Barbariga was bu1lt 
in the frrst years of XVI century for a noble family 
and restored in XVIII by the noble f amily who 
owned the palace at the time. 
In 1914 the palace was bought by the Bishop of 
Padua to host the f1rst boys' boardrng school of 
the Dìocese of Padua and by 1919 1t was given 
the name of Collegio Vescov1le "Barbango" . 
The Catholic insp1rat1on of the school can be par­
tlcularly seen 1n the attention to the value of 
human life on the whole : not only does the 
school take care of the cultura! aspect, but also 
and first of ali of the human and spiritual growth 
of each student. 
The school is, therefore, deeply rooted in the 
chr1st1an and human1st1c trad1tion, wh1ch 1s 
sought by giving part1cular emphas1s to art, musrc 
and ph1losophy. 
Barbango, however, 1s not a rel1g1ous school : it 1s 
open to ali those who share the same human val­
ues and principles, for th1s reason there are pup1ls 
who practice other relig1ons or are not pract1crng 
Catholics. 

Nowadays Collegio Barbariga has about 4 6 0 
students . lt includes four d1fferent schools: 
Scuola media, (lower secondary school for stu­
dents aged 11 -14) and three different upper sec­
ondary schools for students aged 14-19: Liceo for 
Classica! Studies, L1ceo for Sc1entif1c Stud1es, 
school for accountants 
Music 1s an important subject ìn our school. The 

study of musical instruments 1s highly encouraged 
rn Scuola Media. In particular the best students ­
mus1crans of Scuola Med1a play 1n a band and, 
last but not least, we have the b1ggest school of 
harp ali over ltaly with 14 harps and 22 students 
from 11 to 19 years of age. 
The harp1sts of Barbango have successfully per­
formed both rn ltaly and abroad, and some of 
them have won prizes rn national compet1tions. 

Over the last few years, Barbariga has put a lot of 
energy into the teachìng of foreign languages, 
especrally English, w1th the object1ve of preparing 
its pupils for the challenges of Europe. 
For this reason at the Scuola Media the number 
of lessons devoted to English have been doubled 
with t he help of mother-tongue teachers and lec­
turers. 
In this perspective the international exchanges 
are 1ntegrated into the project of rennovation and 
modernizat1on which was started six years ago by 
the Headmaster, prof. G1ancarlo Batt1stuzzr. 

You ca n find more informat1on v1s1t1ng our web­
Site on the rnternet: www.barbarigo.edu 



ASKIM VIDEREGAENIDiE SKOLE 
ASKIM (NORWAY) 

Askim videregaende skole is sttuated in Asktm, 
a small town 50 ktlometers southeast of Osio 
along the mam road to Stockholm . The town 
itself has a population of 13.000 inhabttants. 
Asktm 1s a dtstnct center m a rural area and there 
is also some mdustry wtthm the borders of the 
communtty Three large eledricity power stations 

were bullt m Askim dunng the early 2oth century 
and they are sttll funct1oning and 1mportant to 
the energy supply of our country. In the city coat 
of arms you can see these three power stations 
symbolized as three streams. As the town 1s quite 
near Osio many people commute to our capitai 
for the1r daily work Living in Askim is much 
cheaper than Osio. 

Askim v1dereg~ende skole 1s a comb1ned school 
lt has some 750 pupils and a llttle over 100 
teachers The pup1ls come from Ask1m and from 
the netghbourmg commumties. [very day stu­
dents from these commumties are transported to 
the school by buses. The school offers d1fferent 
vocational streams like health, techn1cal butld­
ing, mechanics, plumbing, transportat1on and 
electncal subjects A l1ttle less than half of the 
pupils take a more academic education Most 
of them choose stud1es whKh prepare for un1ver­
sit1es or academ1c colleges. This kind of education 
starts when the pupils are 16 and it lasts for three 
years. The first year most of the subjects are com-

pulsory, but from the 2nd year on each student 
chooses a lot of subjects and to some extent 
composes h1s or her own t1me schedule. You can 
choose between for 1nstance English, 
Mathematics, Phys1cs, Law, Soc1al science, 
Computers 

The school tries to emphasize international 
affairs Before the students start here they are 
asked 1f they want to go in international classes 
2 of our classes on the f1rst level and 2 on the 
second are tnternational. These students are 
engaged m the Comen1us-proJect They work 
wtth the d1fferent proJects, they travel abroad and 
they are the hosts when we get v1s1ts The stu-

dents from the 1st leve l have bee n to Spain an d 
ltaly, some of the others have part1c1pated 1n an 
exchange w1th Steenwijk, Holland Between 15 
and 20 teachers are mvolved m the Comenius­
project. In addition to the classes menttoned 
above some groups also participate now and 
then Students of physics have for instance 
worked with moon-observations and Galileo, stu­
dents of politics with d1dators 

In add1t1on to the Socrates-proJect the school is 
involved 1n exchanges w1th K1el 1n Germany and 
w1th a school m K1gomo, Kenya Every second 
year 5 students and some teachers go to Africa 
and they get a return-v1s1t later Every year trips 
to London and Berlin are also arranged. These 
tnps are offered to the students who choose 
English and German at the highest leveL This year 
and the next our school 1s also involved in a pro­
ject about the 1dentity of our hometowns. The 
other partners are schools and commun1ties in 
Fìnland, Sweden, Russ1a and the Baltic countnes. 
So the conclusion must be: Askim videregAende 
skole 1s an international school. 



61 IHAI EMINESCU" HIGH SCHOOL 
IASI (ROMANIA) 

A BRIEF HISTORY .. 

Somewhere arou n d t he m1ddle of the 1st h 
cen t ury, A lecu M avrocordat, one of the h1g h 
officials of t he day, bu1lt h1mself a really b1g house 
on a piece of land he had purchased on the 
corner of Sarane Road and Muzelor Street The 
house was to serve as a pnncely court twtee 
dunng the next fifty years. 1t was to be the piace 
where a peace treaty was s1gned, 1t was to host 
many 1mportant guests to the City 
Approx1mately one hundred years later, an 
assoCiation founded by a number of outstanding 
sC1ent1sts bought the house w1th ali 1ts annexes 1n 
order to start a private boarding school. Shaken 
by earthquakes, used as a military hosp1tal during 
World War l, as stables for the army horses, torn 
by bombs, the1 r yard scarred by trenches during 
Worl d War Il, the old build1ngs stili preserved their 
dignity and managed to "surv1ve". 
From 1866 to this day, the old houses of A lecu 
Mavrocordat have seen tens of thousands o f 
chìldren come to acquire a good education, and 
hundreds of teachers doing the1r best to offer 1t 
They have served as a school for nearly 140 
years, and, we are proud to say, a school that 
has had many teachers and graduates who were 
to become qUite famous Great wnters and 
SC1ent1sts taught here, many doctors. lawyers, 
teachers, un1vers1ty professors, artists and 
journalists started from our school lt 1s a tradition 
that honours us lt IS also a respons1bil ty that 
compels us to main ta1n t he same h1gh academte 
standards 

THE PRESENT 
At present, our school has 1200 students and 
87 teachers . About 80 students and 25 teachers 
are 1nvolved 1n various Socrates and Comen1us 
projects, as well as 1n a newly 1n1t1ated exchange 
with a school in France. 



SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP 
AND INFORMATION STUDIES 

BRATISLAVA {SLOVAKIA) 

lln the school system of the Slovak Republic the 
School of Librarianship and lnformation Studies 
/SLIS/ belongs to the group of specialized high 
schools providing secondary education of 
information systems and services to basic school 
leavers from 15 to 19 years of age. The school 
was established in 1953 and in the course o f 50 
years not only its programme but the name as 
well have been changed several times due to the 
needs of society. For almost 40 years the school 
had been known as the Secondary School of 
Librarianship and ten years ago along with its 
substantial restructuring and introducing modern 
curriculum it adopted today's name. 

Almost 7 000 graduates of different forms and 
stages of study have been working at various 
posts i n libraries, firms, companies, banks, 
agencies, information, cultura! and public 
administration institutions. At present the school 
recruits about 1 00 basic school leavers every 
year. 

Altogether there are more than 400 students at 
the school every year, and on ly about one 
quarter of them are boys. There are classes of 
around 30 pupils and they can be split in ha lf 
taking lessons aimed at teaching practical skills 
mainly / languages, sciences, computer and 
specia l ized classes, typewriting , physical 
education .. ./. The teaching staff consist of 30 
professionals, most ly women, t eaching 
h uman ities and sciences on one hand and 
specia lized classes on t he other. 

The study is completed by written and oral fmal 
exams and a school leaving certificate allows the 
best graduates to continue study at universities, 
and ali of them to work in the fields we have 
already mentioned. 

Thanks to the national project INFOVEK, the 
computer park has been enriched recently and 
the school has had internet access for f ree 
since then . The inte rnational Com e n ius­
Socrat es proje ct has allowed SLIS to obta1n 
some software and book items. lt is th e 
greatest project of international character 
the school has ever had in its history and 
thanks to it and its enthusiastic coordinator, the 
SLIS has become famil iar at least to the 
participating schools from some European 
countries, and its students and teachers have 
benefited a lot from this cooperation . 

There has always been a number of extramura l 
activit ies organised by the teachers of the school 
aiming at supporting ethica l fee l ing and 
creativity of pupi ls. Charity, literary and sports 
activities, reci t ing and foreign language 
competitions, entertaining shows for eldelry and 
handicapped people, talks with persona lities 
from various spheres of life, excursions and trips, 
and, last but not least, free access to int ernet 
and computers every workday after the lessons 
are just some to be listed. 

The School of Librarianship and lnformation 
St udies in Bratislava, the capitai of Slovakia, has 
always ranked among very attract ive educat ional 
institutions for basic school leavers. 



I.E.S. LICENCIADO FRANCISCO CASCALES 
MURCIA {SPAIN) 

I.E .S. Licenciado Francisco Cascales 1s a 
Secondary Educat1on School m the very centre of 
Murcia, a city located in the South-East of Spain 
which has some 450.000 mhabitants, although 
the surroundings make it about one mì llion. The 
c1ty o f Muroa was founded 1n t he 9th century by 
the Muslims and ali our county has also a very 
important Roman mfluence (Cartagena harbour 
was of an outmost 1mportance in Carthaginian 
and Roman t1mes). 

Our building - national heritage - dates back to 
the 18th century; it belongs to the Baroque 
penod, 1n wh1ch Murcia was an important centre 
of culture Far many, many years 1t has been used 
far educat1on (in former times the Univers1ty was 
placed here). lt was the first Secondary School in 
Muma Far some 20 years now it has been 
named after a humanist of the XVI century, 
Licenoado Franosco Cascales. 

The students 1n Cascales High School are 800, 
boys and g1rls rang1ng from 14 up to 18 years 
old. We have both compulsory (the last two years 
1n our education system) and non-compulsory 
educat1on (two more years). In non-compulsory 
education, students may choose between four 
poss1bil1t1es: Arts, Human1t1es. Natural Science, 
Health Soence Lessons start at 8:30 and fìn1sh at 
14 30 
Most students in our school enter the Univers1ty 
of Muma or go to some other University to 
continue their studies. when they finish their four 
years here. 

The teachers are 60. They are organized 1n 

D1dact1c Departments, each one led by a 
Headteacher of Department. Ali of them depend 
on the Headmaster of the school, who, in our 
case, has been managing the school far twelve 
years now. The Headmaster 1s elected every four 
years by a School Councd, formed mainly by 
teachers, but also by parents and students. 
IES Cascales has an anthem and a badge which 
1dent1fy us A magazine far the students is 
publlshed every school year; we have a school 
cho1r and two important school feasts: one is on 

the 23rd of Aprii and another one on the 28th of 
January. In the first one, d1fferent academic 
activities are held (lectures. exhibitions, literary 
an d artistic contests, ... ); in the second o ne, i t is 
more leisure activities (singing and fancy dress 
contests, sports competit1ons ... ) 

You can find more informat1on coming to see us 
1n Muroa or surfmg on the Internet 
http://centrosS.pntic.mec.es/ies.l icenciado. fr 
ancisco.cascales 
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IRS N ~JK 
THE NETHERLANDS 

• Erathostenes ' size of the Earth 

* 
* • 

and Measuring the Distance to the Moon 
c hoo llife beco mes definite ly m o re 
interesting if the re is an internati o nal 
touc h to lea rning. Ex pe rime nts like 
de te rmining the s iLe o f the Ea rth o r 

measuring thc di stance to the Moon need thi s 
international touch. O nl y if you have at least two 
locations far apat1, <,ay approximately 1000 km or 
more. you are able to make the 
discovcrics like thosc of ancient 
or mo re rccent sc ienti s ts, and 
obtain values that mak.e sense. 

T he goal or these par1ly hands­
on, partl y theore ti cal cxerc ises 
is to confro nt pupils w ith the 
pr inc ipa l di ffere ncc between 
m a thc ma t ica l so luti o ns to 
phy<>ical problem., and physical 
measurc men ts. Mathe matics is (i n secondary 
-.c hooh ) cxac t a n d prec ize. w hi le phys ic al 
expcri ment., a re a lways <> ubjcct to experimental 
erra r<,. T he<;e e r rors us ua ll y "des troy" your 
expec ta ti o ns yo u got fro m the m athe matica l 
analysis. 

B o th the Erathostc nes' ex pe r ime nt a nd the 
Distancc to the Moon need careful preparation to 
de termine the exact times the height of the Sun or 
Moon should be measured . This requires some 
co mmuni ca ti o n sk ill s bet wee n t wo or more 
schools. Stress can be expected here. 

The Erathostenes' experiment is similar to the one 
the Grcek geographer used during the great Greek 
civili n:ttion. lnstead o r using a well in Syene and a 
po le in Alexandria. wc use long poles in, at least. 
two locati o ns in Europe. Pupils measure the 
leng th or the <>hadow of the polc which the Sun 
casts. A fte r exchanging each othcrs results, each 
s tudent can detern1ine thc circumference (and thus 
the radi us) of the Earth to a ra the r good 
approxirnation by using basic trigonometry. 

10 * .l 

Measuring the di stance to the Moon with very 
simplc ino,truments is very diffìcult, because the 
accuracy of the measurcments is vital. We used a 
long po le that cast a shadow of the (near) fu ll 
Moon. In another case we used a 3 m long copper 
pipe, which acted as a v izer, with a plumb line 
attached to the front end of ù1e pipe. With such a 

se t- up yo u can me as ure the 
altitude of thc Moon (i.e., the 
hcight above the hotizon) when 
it s ta nds exactly towards the 
south . B y u s ing bas ic 
trigonometry, pupils obtain the 
a ltitude of the Moon. If one 
docs thi s at two positions on 
Earth one obtains the angles in 
a triangle of which the distance 
to the Moon is one side. 

Unfortunately, this ex periment is bound to result 
in distances which are rather far off Ùle real value. 
The diffe rcnce o f the angles measured at two 
d is ta nt locatio ns, is very sma ll (typicall y 0.5 
degree). However, obtaining a deviation can also 
be ve ry e ducatio nal. lt s hows pupil s that 
mathematical theory and physicaJ practise are two 
separate worlds, both of whk h need to be treated 
with respect. 

We would very much like to repeat these exercises 
to work towards more precise values by thinking 
about bctter equipment. 

Cerri! Kiers 
RSG Steenwijk 
The Netherlands 



Rc'l STEENWilll 

lnternational students festiva/2002 

hc l n tcrna ti ona l S tude nt s Fc.,l iva l 
2002 was from •P of Octoher 2002 to 
l l t h of Octobcr 2002. 
On Friday camc the delegation from 

Slovakia at 00:20 h . The Saturday wa., for thc 
hoo;t families of thc S lovaJ...ian!-. lo show thcir 
gucsl<; something of lhe surrounding<; of 
Stecnwijk. On Sunda) came the delcgations 
from Spain and Romania. They mel lhcir ho.,t 
familic., and lhC) wcre requested lo do '' hat 
lhey want lo do with their host. 
On Monda) wa<, a reccption al <,chool for lhc 
SlovaJ...ian. Romanian and Spanish Student!-. . 
Thc) gol a <;chool tour. Afkr the school tour thc 
sludent!. got a Geography IC!.!.On . They got an 
in trod uc lion to the Geography of Holland. Artcr 
the break, lhe Slovakian and Dulch S ludent!-. gol 
an introduct ion in the Anne Frank Projcct and 
they worked on i t. Al 16: l 5 h the delegation<; 
from Norway arrivcd in Stcenwijk by train. Thc 
ho<,t familie'ì wcrc al<,o al the train <,talion, to 
laJ...c lhcir hosl to their house. In the evening the 
ho!-.1 family could spcnt <;ome lime wilh lhcir 
guc<,t. On Tuesday therc wao; a reception at 
<,chool for lhc Norwcgian students and aftcr that. 
lhe) got a !-.Chool tour from the Dutch .,tudcnh. 
After the <,chool tour the Dutch and Norwcgian 
studenh \vorked on their project ' Fairy Tale.,· . 
The Spani'>h and S lovaJ...ian !-.ludent!. had a 
norma l !.chool programme that day. After the 
projcct 'Fairy Ta l e~ ' , thc Dutch and Norwcgian 
students had a n EU Politica! Game. After thc ir 
.,chool program me the Span i ~h studen ts had a 
rehear!.al time. On Tue!.day evening lhc Dulch 
and Norwegian students wenl lo the Iri<,h Pub 
and C\cryone cnjoincd it. On Wedne!.day ali 
!.ludcnt<, (except the Dutch) had a trip to 
Am.,terdam. Only the Dutch students, \\ho wcre 
involved in the Anne FranJ.. project. al<;o went 10 
Am.,lcrdam. The olher Dutch students had to go 
to <,chool. The Thur!.day wa!> for the Romanian. 
S lo\aJ...ian and Spani.,h <,ludcnt-. to record thc 
CD ' Ri!.ing Star!.' . Thc Dutch and Norwcgian 
<,tudcnt<, had again an EU Politica! Game. After 
the EU Pol itica! Game the Norwcgian and 
Dulch !> tudents had rchcar!.al lime for lhe project 
'Fairy Talcs '. T hc SlovaJ... ian and Dutch students 

had, after record ing the CD ' Ri!-.ing Star!-.', timc 
to fin ish thc 'Annc FranJ... Projcct' . The Spanish 
'ìtudcnt<; had on that moment their pre~entation 

of lhe 'Gali leo Project' . Aftcr thc '>chool day, 
<;ome Dutch '>tudents preparcd lhe ' Social 
Evcning' . In thal time thc olhcr .,ludcnl~ could 
do what thcy want. On Friday thcrc was time for 
lhe Norwegian, Spanish and Rornanian students 
for writing a rcporl and maJ...ing .,ome 
illustration.,. Aftcr lhal, lhe} had a cycling Tour 
lo Giethoorn . Thc Slo\aJ...ian sllldcnt<; had time 
lo do some shopping for souvenir<;. hccauo;c thcy 
\\ere going bacJ... lo their countr) . On Friday 
cvcning thc Dutch and Norwcgian !'.tudents went 
out in Steenwijk. E\eryonc cnjoined it. On 
Saw rday thc Norwegian studcnl!-. went back to 
thcir country and on Sunday thc Spanish and 
Romanian .,tudents did the samc. 
l hope everyone enjoined the week and now up 
to the next lnternational wecks! 

Rianka 1•/d Vegr 
The Nerlzerland\, RSG Steenll'ijk 
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RSG STEENWIJK 

Norway 

h c li r.., t thi ng l d id w he n l go t ho me 
wa.., gctting rcally ..,tressed, prohahly 
bet:.IU'>e l \\U'> h ome a nd noi in 
Norwa}. 

l don'l 1hin"- l C\Cr had <.,o much fun on a vacation 
in my c ntire !ife. l know it wm. nota vacation but 
stili... 
l 1hinl-. l can a l.,o o; pcak for mo'>t o f thc Dulch 
<.,lude nh and lcacher-. thal \VCnt along with u..,, lhal 
thi s trip won't be forgottcn . 
l think it i., ama11ng 10 IHI\ C cxpericnccd .,uch a 
lhing. l mcan, come on, it is no i likc you go un 
lrips li(..c lhi.., C\cry year, nght '? 
Thc ho..,pital il y at thc piace l s laycd in was 
v.onderful. Anhur\ falhcr immediate ly told me l 
had lo feci home and <.,o l did. 

l had a wondcrful timc in Norway and l hope l 
will go bac"- therc again. 

The first ti me 
in a foreign family 

c went from 30 March till 5 Aprii 
with the projcct Goldcn Scction 
to Spain. For u<.,, it was the fir~t 

lime in a fo rcign fa mily. so it was 
vcry cxciting. Whc n we arrivcd at thc '>chool. the 
familic~ wcrc waiting for us, and thcy welcomed 
us with a big smi le . Everybody was happy. Thc 
\\ho le wcck was great for everybod}. We d id a lot 
\\ tth the Spanish student'> and therc wcrc no 
troubles. 
We reali} enjoyed our exchangc in Murcia. 

Rianka & Aldo 

* * 
The entire staff of the Dutch group that writes for lnternational Comenius Magazme. 
From left to right you can see. Tamara, Tom, Nmke, Jeroen, Rianka. Samantha and Aldo 

* 
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One week in the country of "La Dolce Vita" 
Schoo/ Trip to Padova (ltaly), 24th Apri/-1 st May2003 

t was Thursday lhc 24th of Apri i whcn our 
advcnlurc lo ltaly began. 
The next day thc 1rip to Villa P isani tooJ... 
piace. A beautiful palace near the Brenta 

river, with garden-.. lahyrinth<;. statues and much 
history. Wc enjoyed a tour around the palace 
w here Napo lcon once was, we wcrc in thc 
labyrinlh whcrc king.., and princes walked many 
year<; ago ami wc enjoyed the beautiful day and 
the nice weathcr. playing soccer or volleyball or 
ju<.,t <,itting on the gra-.s talking and hav ing a 
good lime. 
Saturday was thc firs t day far ou r Powerpoint 
pre<.,cnlations. A good beginning far the Dutch 
-.LUdent<, to shov. \\hat wc had done in thc 
Nctherlands rclatcd t o the thcme "Water" . The 
ne.·<t 1hing wa-. a nicc boat-trip along the canal<, 
of Padova: wc lcarncd about the history of the 
ci ty in thc Midd lc Agcs and the importance of 
these canals '>incc thc 15th and l 6th ccntury. 
Sunday wa<, free forali or us, <,o we were invitcd 
to a four-star hotel ov.ned by a ho-.t family to 

spend lhe da) in the pool cnjoying the great '>llll 
or '>OUthcrn Europc. In lhe night. going Olll rora 
pina wa'> delicious and Imer attcnding a conccrt 
in thc main square or the city, P rato d ella Valle, 
was <,plendid too. 
Monday wa<, ti mc for \\ork again. The rest of our 
"Watcr" pre<,entatJonc;, and the turn for lhc 
ltalians lo show u-. what thc) had preparcd on 
the slalus of thc watcrs in Padova. Wc also had a 
prcc;,cntation ahout lhc Euganean lhermal watcrc;, 
and then a littlc tour over thc b ig square or 
Padova called Prato delle Valle and their main 
church Sant'Antonio. 
On Tucsclay, Venice was thc destination of thc 
day. wa lking in ils magical little strects, having a 
nice trip in a gondola, vi'>iting St. Mare and 
feeding the pigcon<, on the main square, and ju.,t 
enjoying the magical cssence that lives in thi-. 
old c•ty. 
T he next day thermal water!-. and the ru ins lcft hy 
the Roma n <, in Mont egr o tto Te rme, ncar 
Padova. In the afternoon a visi t to thc Bapti<;tCJ) 

of the Cathedral and lhc ccnter of Padova 
showed u<, lhe culture and history of this 
heautiful cil) . In 1he nighl un ortìciul dinncr 
\.\ilh good ltalian food was lhe last act lor thc 
c'changc program. 
Thursda) wa-. thc day ror coming bad .. aflcr 
saying goodbyc to a li the warm and nice peor lc 
wc mel during our trip in llal) . Wc slarlcd our 
tnp bad. lo Holland, arn\ing \\ilh a mi,ture of 
fcelings hclwccn happinc.\\ forali \\ hat wc had 
cnjo)cd and learned and -.adnc-.c; for ali thc 
rriends and memorie.., \ve lcfl beh1nd . One 
weck in lla ly that changed ou1 lives, o nc wcck 
\\c w ili never forget . 

}11(111 Franciçco Alvarado 

-
* * 
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ISTITUTO RBARIG,O 
ITALY 

An extraordinary experience 

happen. 

c thre w o urs el ve ~ into thc 
ad vcnturc of th e C o mc niu ., 
projccl'> lhree year~ ago wilhoul 
!..nowin g whal wa '> go in g to 

lf lhey had told us thal thi ~ experie ncc would 
have thr0\.\11 our ~chool inlo a shock. wc \VOuld 
have not helicved i t. ... 
lf lhey had to ld u s lhal th e inte rn a li o nal 
cxperi c m:es would have fo rced our school lo 
rethin!.. ahoul the tcac hing of Eng lish and to 
g i\e il '>ttch unusual irnportance. wc would havc 
nol belie\cd i t. .. 

Now \vhc n \\C thin!.. back 10 the las1 thrce }Car.,, 
wh c n w c sc e ag ain lh e d ca r fac e ~ o f lh e 
co lleagues a nd s tud e nt s we m e l , the large 
amounl of projccl~, thc trips and long journey'>, 
the laughler and lhc ex periences shared. we can 
bul say we are a mazed and really ha ppy. 

Wc a lso feci proud of what wc havc been ablc to 
do and o r thc re.,ult... achieved . 
After the last three ycars' cx pcri encc wc feci wc 
bene fìled by: 

- fri ends and collea gues: wc have mel so many 
valuablc and open-mindcd teachcrs (il is true 
th a t those vvh o wo rk i n the inte rn a li o n a l 
projccl., huve .,peci al qualilies !) 

- s timula ting experienccs fo r our students: 
most or lhc m have confidcd to us lhat they 
learned more in 1wo weeks of internalional 
exchange (if they are well prepared ) than in 
monlh '> o f ordinary study. 

- la ng tmgc compctence:it is o ut o f doubt thal 
many studcnts began to sludy Lhe language or 
Sha!..espeare in o rder to be able to speak lo 
.,ome bionde No rwcg ian or Dutch .,tudems !! 

- technological competence: il is surpri.,ing to 
kno\v the vast number of '>tudents who havc 
been incrcdibly bu'>y in using computers. in 
\Hiting e -m a il s. in pre paring Powc r po int 
prescntat ion., etc . . 

- in ho pe fo r a E urop e built on p eople lha t 
meet. know and respect each o ther, instcad of 
a E urope or prejud ice and stereotype'>. 
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Thcrc ha'> bcen a lot o r wor!.. in thcsc lasl three 
ycar'>. but the rcsults have b een ex ta·em cly 
posit ive a nd meaningful : 

- 250 (aprox.) s tude nts of Is tituto Barba riga 
havc been abroad lo rea ll .lc thc projccts on 
whic h thcy had workcd ; ma n} o th c r., have 
bee n i m o lvcd even if they h ave not travc lled 
abroad. 

- 260 (aprox) ro reign s tudcnt., and .35 forc ign 
tcachcr., have bccn welcomc to our .,chool. 

Thrce ycar<, ago Barba ri go was a pro v i ncia l 
school; now it is one of the few '>Choob in thc 
Ve neto w hcre yo u can fec i an international 
a tmosphere \vhich open'> up nev. ho r11on., . 
Fo r lhi s rcason we are rea ll y g ratc ful to the 
" Pcoplc and sciences" Projcct and to thosc who. 
with devotion and competence, have contributed 
to makc thcsc years unfo rgcttabl y specia l. 
Hoping thi s adventure may go on and on . . . 



ISTITUTO BARBARIGO 

The magie of harp music in Spain 
Murcia and Madrid 2003 

he wcck from 3 l st of Mare h to 5th o r 
A pri i 2 003 w i ll a lways be in th c 
heart~ of 17 harpis ts (aged l 1- 19) 
a nd o f t he 7 p l a yers ( l '>ax, l 

trumpet, 5 nutes), who expcrienced a rabul o u ~ 

tour in Murc ia and Madrid . T he young artis t ~ 

were accompa n ied by t hei r mus ic teachcr'-.: 
M aria C hiara Bassi (harp teacher) and Davide 
Squarcina (piano tcacher), tbc Hcadmaster and 
p ro f. M a rg he rit a Coe li ; they pe rformed in 
theatre~ and ~chool s and were highl y pra i ~ed. 

T his unique tour wa~ also made possiblc by thc 
sponsors hip o f the Sa lvi firm , \\- hi c h i ~ thc 
biggest bu ilding firm o f harp~ in thc worl d, 
s ince they o ffered a spcc ial lorry to carry the 
fragile and prec ious instru ments to Spa in . 

The young student~ left Padova as if they werc 
going on a school outi ng. but as soon as they 
went up the stage, they surpri ~ingly turned imo 
seri ou~ profcssional music ian<;. 
Eac h o f thc m kncw vcry wc ll tha t th c fin a l 
result depended very much on their indi \ idual 
contribut ion, that i ~ w hy thcy a li gme them­
selves body and soul. 
An d the effect was something really magica l: 
bo th the experts and the audi ence wcre takcn 
aback by the out<;tanding quality of the perfor­
mance~. 

High c motion could be pcrceived on part of the 
public who were tr<lll'>ported by the note<; of a li 
thc harps play ing togcthc r. 
Asto ni shmc nt was vis ible in the cyes o f th c 
a udi e nce w ho co u ld no t be l ieve tha t s u ch 
young g irJs we re so good a t p lay ing the ir 
instruments . 

Thc ··profc~siona l" ~ati ~ faction was very strong, 
both for the s tudents and for the adu lts, espc­
cially for the harp tcac her, prof. Mari a Chiara 
Bassi . who ~ tarted thi~ expcriencc in 1993 and 
has supportcd il w ith care and passion in thesc 
ten years.The Spani sh ~ucccss rewards a g reat 
dea) o f effo rts and con firms that the arti s tic 
leve! of thb g roup o f harpi sts is qu ite rcmark ­
able. 

The Span i.., h adventure ha'> also bccn a prcciou-. 
lcsson of l ife cx periencc: o ur pu pi ls rca li tcd 
that )OU cun obta in good a·esults a ncl satisfac­
tion thanks to dedica tion a nd h a rd wor·k : 
be~id c'>. thcir ho ri tons wcrc widc ncd and thc) 
had the chance lo mect other young mu'>icians 
coming from a li ovcr Europc. They \'vil i ne'ver 
forget it ! 

* 15 
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ISTITUTO BARrun''jQ 

Lovely vikings 

The jì n l hwe cw11w 1 h e fo,~r:ouen .. . 

hut i'> true for one 's lifc i'> abo 
true for the Comeniu -; project": 
thi ' i ' w h at h a ppc n c d to u ' 
ltal ian ... . 

Thc vcry fir' l Comc ni u'> exchange o f o ur 'chool 
\Hl-. w ith th~ Norwcg ian school of A'> lo.i m: it a li 
'tarted in ~~ptcmhcr 2000 whe n a spa rlo. we nt 
off bctwccn Marg he rita and A nne Tori li . 
S ince thc n, a spccial relationship was horn: a 
re latio n,hip ba ... cd o n projects . exchangc \ is it' 
(for thrcc year'> in '>UCCC'>'- io n ). mutua i C'>lccm . 
and a grcat dca l o f cmpathy a nd enjo.> mc n t. 
T IHl'>c \V ho h ave heen luc k} e no ugh lo take pan 
in thc.'>c cxchangc , , wcre e nvelo ped in a rc laxcd 
a nd informai atmosphere . full o f fri e nd <>h ip and 
collabo ratio n. amu'>eme m and a hi ghly c ultural 
a nd in stru<.: ti ve ac ti vity. 
Dce p in our hea rt s we will r e m e mbe r th c 
w a rmth and th e hi g h-s pirit s of th c dinnc rs 
a mo ng tcac hc rs: it wa-; o n those evcnings Lhat 
we got lo know cach othe r. lo j oke a nd laug h 
a nd .... ma lo.c pian ' for thc future ! 

* 16 

* 

The most <> ig nificant proj ects we have wo rked 
o n with thc "tudc nto; are: 

- The S trange Case of Dr. ]eky ll and Mr. Hy de 
0 11 thc n ...... year: 

- Sc\cral pl ays b y S ha kes peare ( inc luding an 
a m azing pe rfo rm a nce b y the No n vcg ia n 
<,tudc nt<,) on thc '>CCod year: 

- To ki ll a Mockin g B ird (w ith a muc h 
appreciatcd thcatri cal pe rfo rmance): 

- Galileo project: 

- Fair) Ta le,. 

Wc can · l fo rge! to ad d to tho'>c act ivitie'>. thc 
o nc'> org anized to '>Ocia li ze a nd know each o thc r 
he ttc r: dances. traditi o ns. ty p ica l di shes . ho b­
hic'>, :-. port._, c lima tc etc ... . 
For the l ta lian s th e ad ven turcs in th c 
Nor weg ian wilde rness ( in January at - 15° C! !!) 
havc bccomc unfo rge tta blc a nd lcgcnda ry by 
now, togcthc r w ith thc VÌ'i Ìl <., IO the Mu~eum or 
thc Vilo.ing '>hip<> . to the Nati onal Ga llc ry 
(with thc mo't rc nowncd pa intings o f Munc h ) ... 
\\.C canno t l cm e o ut the pani es a mo ng the '-lu-

de nt'> a nd the football m a tches! 

We hegan thb adventure w ith the 
id ea th a t in the fa r Nor th we 
would find cold and re~ervcd pco 
p ie: we h a ve fo und wc lco ming 
a nd gene ro us collcague'> a nd s tu ­
dcnt ~ . wh o have beco m c d car 
friend~ . Who could havc imag incd 
tha t those Viking s h ad s uc h big 
hearts'? 

·~ 



ISTITUTO BARBARIGO 

Projects and exchanges to grow together 

t i'> rca ll y impos!.ible to summari/c in a 
fcw lin cs a li the project!. rea li !.ed by 
Barbari go ovcr thc la s t thrce years . We 
w ill ju~t mentio n thc most re levant oncs, 

thosc which were involved wi th intcrnationa l 
e."\changc'>. 
As for thc projccts rcali7ed with thc Norwcgian 
c.,choo l or A-.k.i m, we sho uld rcfer bach. to the 
art ic lc cspccially dcvoted to them. 

Dming thc fìrst ycar of the Comeniuc., projcct'> 
(2000-200 1 ), o ne of the most inte rest ing pro­
jcct<, was that of .. Costai Ar eas" which we car­
ricd ou t togcther with the Dutch '>chool of 
Steenwijk. . 
The two <,choo ls decided to work. on a projcct 
which could permit a compari!.on between l\\O 

c.,imilar si tuations and we could no t but chome 
thc sca . Therefore, thc Italians devoted thc ir 
attcnt io n to the lagoon of Venice ( it~-. geomor­
phology and ecology, h istory and anthropology, 
economics, plant lifc and wi ld lifc , th e tide 
pro blems, etc.), while our Dutch fricndc., madc 
thcir rec;carch on the well-known dam!./dyh.cs 
w hich a llowcd them LO gain vast arca~> of land 
from thc c.,ca. 
The other interesting project of that year \\H'> thc 
o ne on "C lassica! C ulture" in \\hich more than 
two schools were invohed: besides the Dutch 
a nd th c Itali a n .., , alc.,o the Spanic., h and thc 
Rumenian partners work.ed on a research about 
tracce; of thc Anciclll Romans in their areas . 

In thc !.econd ycar (2001 -2002), T h e Galileo 
P roj ect gave great satis faction and emhusia ..,rn : 
for one wcek 40 st udente., from four differcnt 
c uropean countrie.s (S pain, Italy, Ho ll and and 
Norway) met in Padova to share their results on 
the scienti fìc expe riments following the famouc., 
scientis t , who worked in our town for severa! 
ycars . During that weck the students carried out 
some experi me nts togethe r; ncedle!>s to say the 
Galile ian wcek was highly didactic and intere!>t­
ing from a scicntific point of vicw. 

In thc !.ame year we had thc plca~urc to host two 
Dutch bands in Padova, and to complete the 
Ga lileo project with a t rip to S pa in (by cight of 
o ur ~tudent s). 

In thi s las t year (2002-2003) it Ì'> worthwhile 
mcn tion i ng the "Fa iry Tales" projcct which 
invohcd the secondar} '>chool !>ludcnt'> togcther 
with thcir Eng li sh teachers: Ambra Baesc;;ato, 
Luca Forti n and Elisabetta Male'>tmi . Thc c.,tu ­
dent'> read tales coming from differcnt countries 
and tricd to fìnd s imilarities and diffcrcnccs. 
La'>l but not least, thc " Water" projcct \\ h i eh 
involvcd the lta li an and the Dutch schools from 
24th Aprii and l st May 2003. During thc ... tay of 
thc Dutch students in Pado\a, the following 
theme'> were taken imo considcration: the quali­
t)' of wutcr in Padova, Padova and it <; water­
way!>, the Euganean the rmal watcrs. That wcck. 
togcthcr was fan tastic and our <;tudents look for­
ward to meeting their Dutc h fric ndc., again next 
Scptcmbcr .... 

* * * * 
* * 
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ASKIM VIDEREGAENDE SKOLE 
NORWAY 

Summing up 2000 - 2003 

sa teache r of E ng li s h a t Askim 
upper sccondary sc hool l havc 
worked with the li sted projcc ts on 
English literature, which ha\C been 

agreed on a t the opening conferences. 

lOOU/200 t PRO .l ECTS: 

" Dadda" and "Moonface". We studied the two 
short '>tories in c lass, audiotaped the fina! 
di scussion of them and exchanged tapes with 
Germany, Romania, the Netherlands and lta l} . 
Much work, but quite interesting. 
"Peoplc an d Sciences". A su itable nove l un der 
this heading was " Dr. J ekyll a nd Mr. Hyde" by 
R .L. Stcvcnson . C lose s tud y in class durin g 
autum n with e-mai l contacts be tween cxchangc 
partners. Thcn g roupwork during thc cxchangc 
wi th Norwegian and Jtalian students. In addition 
a lesson on thc nove l given by prof. Falin '> l...i , 
Padova University. 

2001/2002 PRO.J ECT: 

"S hakespeare". We read extracts, watched lìlm'> 
and rehearsed extracts of "Macbeth", " Romeo 
and Juli c t", " Richard III" and o ther plays. 
Performances during the exchanges. This servcd 
as part of thc ordinary curricu lu m al both 
schools (Askim/Barbarigo). 

* * 

Wfl2/20H., I•RO.I E ( 'T: 

"To Kill a Mockingbird'"- American novc l that 
contribute" to a gene rai unde rs ta nding and 
rc~pect between differem peoples and culture ... . 
During the exchange : Dramati7ation of thc 
nove!, info rma i plot qui.t and poetry/drawing 
work-.hop, in~pired by 'To Kill a Mockingbird'". 

Cooperation between teachers fmm partner 
schools has given me a lot of inspiration and 
m otivat ion in m y d a ily work at school. To 
worl... c l o~ely with colleague'> that o ft en "bare 
your interests, plea-.urc" and frustration" in thcir 
rc'>pective tcaching jobs providc s val uab le 
supplemen ta ry trai ning and education that io., 
hard to get c lsewhere. 
Al times thcrc has bcen qui te a lot of extra worl... 
involvcd, but the bonus is of course thc closc 
contact and good fri cndships that o fte n follow in 
the wake of s hared project work ami 
studentlteachcr exchanges. 

Anne-Tori/l Huwh\' 

* * 
* * 

An ne-Tori/l and Marghenta 
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Some thoughts from the students who 
worked in 2000/200 1 

hcn l fi r<, t !> larte d at A s kim 
Uppe r Secondary School, thc 
adjcctivcs whic h could describe 
me best were: shy, reticcnl and 

quic t. A ft e r workin g with th e Com e nius­
projcct for two yea r s, l h ave c h a n ged 
radically . Today l look upon mysc lf as oul ­
going. noi afraid of ta ll-.i ng in front of people 
and gcnerally social. lt is no doubt that it is thc 
\\Ork w ith the project and thc student-exchanges 
which have lead to this. Worth to mention i ~; abo 
lhal my class h a s d eveloped a great spiril -
th i<, fi rst of ali because wc have wor ked as a 
team in this projcct, wc have travelled together 
and have li ved close lo another fo r lhree ycars as 
a co n <;cquc ncc o f o ur p a rti c ipati o n in lhe 
Come n i us-project. 
Thanks lo the Comc nius-projecl I have also mel 
new fr icnds: l stili have conlact wilh thcm via 
e-ma il and d uring last summe r l met some of 
them. 
l have never r egr etted p a rticipa ting in th is 
project ! 

Stimi Amlre Ebbesvik Eisentrii1:er 

M 
y class took part in lhe Comcnius 
Proj cc t 1he lasl two years . Two 
years ago we worke d w ith the 
s hort-slo ri cs " D({(/da ", "Moon­

face" and Robert Louis Slevenson's nove( " D1: 
Jeky/1 ali(/ M1: Hyde " . We madc a tape record ing 
of our results and conclusions, and sent them to 
thc o thc r c, tude nts ta king pari in the projec l. 
Liste ning lo the tapes which we receivcd fro m 
lhem was great fun. 
Go in g lo Pa d ova wa<; a lso a pari o f the 
p rogra mme. We worked togethe r w ith thc 
students lhere, and we lcarnt very much about 
co-operating with people in other countrics. The 
world is gctting s ma lle r, a11 d in m y o pin io n 
m eeting people from other countries is vcry 
importa nt . The re fo re ta ki ng p a rt in t hc 
Comenius Proj ecl and having s ludent exchanges 
is a g rcut experience. 

Geir Magne F/p 

w he n l fi rst a ttended my class al 
Askim upper secondary school, 
l th oughl o f th is intc rn alio na l 
c lass j ust as a n opportun ity to 

lravel and see other cu ltures . Howevcr, it soon 
became ev idenl t hat th is projcc l w as muc h 
more. 
Be fore we went to Padova in ltaly, we workcd a 
lo1 w ith di ffcre nt lite rary works: Moonface, 
Dadda and Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hydc. 
l rcme mber that l wrote 1wo pocms: one about 
Dadda and another aboul Moonface. It may not 
sound so exciting, but to s it thcrc a nd read 
something you had writte 11 0 11 your own on a 
tape, whic h lale r would be seni to a c lass in 
Padova, was really infom1ati ve! 
When we went to Padova, we sal in g roups with 
Ila l i a n an d No rweg ia n s tude nts t o exchange 
experie nces and comprehensions aboul what we 
h ad rea d. An d t h is gave me a feelin g o f 
fe llowship, because we had read the same short 
sl o ries a nd the same nove l. Wc a lso had a 
presentatio 11 about lhe Norwegian culture, which 
included famous Norwegian fairy talcs, dances, 
music a11d othcr typcs of entertainment. 
l have a lso kept contact w ith ma ny of th e 
students from Padova and, now and then, I get 
one sing ular ·'pip" 011 my phonc, which means 
lhat one o f my ltalian friends is thi nking of me. 

Frida Madland Hansen 

* 19 
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ASKIM VIDEREGÀENDE SKOLE 

From the Projects carried aut in 200 1 - 2003 

Romeo & Juliet 
e preformed thi!> Shake'>pearian 
play for thc Italians, w hen thcy 
vi~i ted us in Norway in January 
2002. Wc worked a lot on thi s 

play. but the performance turncd out great. Wc 
had costumcs and o ther props that rnade the play 
look more rcal and lcarnt our lines by heart. 
We were ali sati '>lìed with the result, and it wa'> 
a fun cxpericnce that l wou ldn 't mind doing 
aga in. 

T he fuiryta le project. 
This fairy ta le project has bcen very intcresting. 
l think it '<, very nice to get to know fairy tale'> 
from o ther countrie'>. The whole week. ha!> bccn 
great, and l think it's bccn a good opportunity to 
learn more about the English language. We had 
to tal k E ng li sh ali thc time and I know l 've 
learned a few new word s in both Englis h and 
Dutc h. l k.now it 's very important lo learn about 
o ther people'<; c u lture and to gel to know pcoplc 
fro m o Lhe r countric'>, because then wc get to 
know how it is outside Norway. I loved it. 

Stine 

Exch a n gc "ith I.E.S. " Licenciado Francisco 
Cascales" in 1\Ju rcia in S pain . 

Our project'> for the year have been: 
Fairy ta lcsllegends 
During o ur visi t to Murcia our <;tudcnts gavc a 
presentation of Norwegian fa iry Lales. 
Togcther th e Spanish a nd Norwegian students 
dramatized an old Spanis h legend from the g th 
century, when the Vikings invaded Spain. Thc 
essence o( thi s is to show how peoplc can livc 
peaccfully t ogcther in sp iL e or cultura ! 
di fferences. 
Food and cnergy project 
The <, ludent'> recorded the ir dieL during a typical 
day, a nd Lhen calcu laLed the conte ni of encrgy. 
nutrients, vitamin<, and minerals. F urthermore. 
they compared thc recommended amount of 
d i fferenL subs ta nces w iLh their actual fìgures. 
and drew conclus io ns about their own dict. 

20 

T hc Goldcn section 
Practical construction of thc goltlcn '>Cction and 
golden rectangle. A movic about the go ldcn 
!>ection in art, architec!Ure and nature. Practical 
mca~urcmcnt of bui lding!> and tliffcrcnt objcctc. 
from daily life. 

Studcnt excha nge 
Hctherlands/Romania/Norway 29.3 - .t-4 
T hc fairy-ta le project 

We took. part i n a '>tudent c~changc hcrc in 
A'>kim. w ith students and teachers coming from 
Romania and Holland. Main topic: fairy tale!->! 
Duri ng the exchange the studcnL'> w ere di" id ed 
into groups and each group got a Norwcgian 
fairy-talc in Norwegian. Fir'>L, Lh c Norwcgian 
students hatl to explain what thc fairy- tales werc 
about for th c other~. The ncxt '>tep was Lo 
dramati/e the fairy-tale. In ordcr Lo do this, the 
pupi ls had to wo rk rather c lose ly Logcthcr, 
w hic h wc a lso considercd an important part of 
thc projcct. Thrcc group!-> chose to \ idcotape the 
rcsuh a nd Lhe la'>L group performed iL "livc". Ali 
con'>idcrctl. we were sati\fìctl with thc rc'>ull'>. 

Our fricnd<; from The Netherland'> had made an 
amu'>ing and interesLing prescntation of a Dutch 
fairy-tale b y mcan!'> of daLatechniquc . The 
Romanian '>tudent had a prc.,entation where he 
compared Romanian antl Norwegian fairy -tales. 
In addition it was important for U'> to g ive our 
g ues ts a n insight in evcrytlay \Chool life in 
A'>k im. We arranged a hike in Lhe nearby forcs t, 
a hus-trip in the co un ty of 0'>tfo ld and a 
'>ight<>ee ing in Osio. T he last evening we had a 
farewe ll-party for both student s and teachers. lt 
wa., nice to meet o ld and nC\\ frie nd<, during ths 
\\CCk. 



ASKIM VIDEREGÀENDE SKOLE 

"Birds on the boards" 

o r thc Socra tc<; proj ec t m y e ia'>'> 
worl...ed w ith a dra matised vcr.., io n of 
the famo u '> nove! .. To Kill a 
Moc l...ing b i rd " . l t was a vc ry 

rcwarding experiencc both to read the book and 
to work with it aftcrwards. l think the be~ t part 
o f thc work wa~ partic ipati ng in a p lay that 
<;ome of thc ~tudcnt s in my class put on for thc 
Ita liano, and S paniards. We also had an informai 
quiz and work -.hop~ on poetry and drav. ings in 
conncction to " To Ki/1 a M ockingbird". Ali th is 
\vork wa '> very tnteresting because it gavc U'> the 
oppo rtuni ty to cooperate w ith yo ung people 
from o ther countries to rcach onc common goal. 

In the fra mework of thi s proj ect o ur lta lian -. 
frie nd c; v is it ed u o; hcre in Norway in J:muary 
2003: wc had a marve llous timc, a l'>o becau-.c 
eve r) d a) therc wa<, a diffc re nt progra mmc, 
inc ludi ng a da y "out in the w ilde rncss'', two 
field lrip-. to 0 -. lo, onc day in our school. and 
o ne "s po rt s d ay". M y favo u rite pa rt o f lhc 
prog ramme wa !-> thc vc ry important foo tba ll 
match bctwccn the Norwegians and the lta lian-. 
on "Sports da)" tha t thc Norwcgians won 5-2. 
Wc we nt lo lta ly in Marc h 2003 a nd -.pcnt a 
o;plendid weck in Padova. We went on fi e ld lrip-. 
lo both Ve nice a nd Verona, v isite d diffe re nt 
kind -. o f altrac tio ns and o f cour'>e faced th c 
ltalians in a football match thal the ltaJ ians won 
3-0. 

Finally l would like lo -.ay lha t participating in 
t he com e nius projec t h as b een a fa ntas tic 
expc rie ncc. Wc got lo work wi th youth from 
o ther countricc; on n common projecl, !:-.Omething 
that was very learn ing and inlcresting . l madc 
many ncw fric nds, cx pcricnced how lifc is in a 
cultu re ralher di fTerenl from the Norwegian one, 
a nd madc many o thcr expericnce'> that I w ill 
keep 'hith mc for the rest of 111} li fe. 

Martin Ri.\'l!llf: 

" M ost people are nice w h e n you r ea lly see 
thcm". This is a n extrac t from the novel "To 
Ki/1 a M ockin& B ird" which the stude nto, from 
S pain, lta ly and Norway read toge the r. T hi s 
o,c ntcnce reveals o ne of the main b~uc'> o f the 
novel: it i ~ neccssary to overcomc prejudicc and 
to acccpt pcople for what they are. 
Thi o, i-. a b o an important fac tor whe n you are 
parti c ipa t ing i n a n exch a ngc projec t w it h 
di ffe re nt typc'> o f c ultu re<;: w hethc r wc wcre 
working in pair over a qui .t: o r painting carni val 
ma~ !... ~ at the w o rk sh o p it w as alwa ys 
importa nt to show respect for diffe rent ways 
of thinking and working. 

M agnus 

* 
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''MIHAI EMINESCU" HIGH SCHOOL 
ROMANIA 

e An optimistic survey 

* 
* 
* 
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he "Mihai Eminescu" Highschool in 
l asi (Roman ia ) is one of t he lucky 
partic ipants in the project "People and 
Sc ic nccs" coordinate ci by the 

"Regionale Scholengemeenschap" Stenwijk (the 
Ne thcrla nds) . T say we have been " lucky" 
because our cooperation with the pru1ner schools 
from Tta ly, the Netherlands, Norway, S lovakia ancl 
Spain has proved to be rewarding for a li of us. As 
a result of this cooperation , wc have managed to 
enrich our curric ula, espec iall y with optional 
classes and extra-curriculum activities, as well as 
to raise our students' awareness in terms of the 
cultura! differences and similari ties between our 
countrics. ln do ing lhis, we have made a g reat 
contributio n to preparing both teache rs a nd 
students from our schools, as well ac; members of 
the local communities (parents, enlarged families, 
fr iends e tc) for a smoothe r integration in the 
E uropean Community, This process wi ll be 
fac il i ta teci by a better underslanding of the 
elements of cu lture and c iv ili zation spec ific to 
each of the geographical areas partner schools 
come from. 

* * 
22 
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On thc one hand, while working fo r the project, 
the s tudcnts deve lo pe d their sk ill s in us in g 
modern means of communication. such as the e­
mai l and the l nternet an d, o n the o ther han d, they 
also learncd lo work in teams and lhus, lo he lp 
one anotJ1er, lo develop the "team" spirit. 
Howevcr, thc most impo11ant beneftt of the project 
is tha t i t has fac i litated contacts among the 
studcnts from di ffcrcnt counlrics . Bolh through 
their direct contacts. during which they debated 
problcms specilìc to thcir age, or workcd together 
w ithin so me s ub-proj ects, a nd by e - mail 
correspondencc and the Internet, they proved that 
they are concerned w ith the major proble m s 
Europe is confronted with. They also proved that 
they can spcak the same Janguage - that of mutuai 
understanding, respcct and tolerance. 
We do hope tha t our schools wi ll continue to 
coopera te in the coming future and, in this way, 
wi ll s trcngthen the links between them, which 
will help both students and teachers develop their 
new Europcan identity. 

Conslantin Paidos - Project coordinator 
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Tr1jJ to Norway 
c Il , h e re l a m, ba c k. i n m y 
country, after panicipat ing in a 
<., Ludcnt cxchangc. l wa~ 

providcd with the oppor1unity to 
go to thi<., marvelou" country becau~e l had been 
involvcd in the Comcniu<., programmc. 
l arrived at o~to Airpor1 late at night but l wa~ 
wclcomcd my Mr. Trond Yagmo and hi s wife 
and l wa-. <.,urpri.,cd by their kindne.'-~ and 
hospitality. Latcr l found out that thi~ 

charactcri.,tic wa-. common to ali Norwegian<.,, 
v.hcn l mctthc mcmbcr~ or my host family. 
During thc nc\.t fcw days l witner.,sed a lot of 
diiTcrcnt thing., in thc wa} in which the pcoplc 
bch<ncd, ami in thc way in which ever}thing 
wac, going on therc. 
l had the chance to "i-.it thc <>choo l in Ac:;k.im and 
at fir-.t l wa" <.,urpri<>cd b} it ~ ~hcer siLe. This 
thing imprc'>sed al i the fore ign studente:;. IL had 
many buildings and a fu lhiLed football pitch ali 
of the~c spread out over a great surfacc. l abo 
came in contaci with the school syslem there in 
Norway and l can lc ll you, it is tolally differenl 
from thc onc in Romania . The studenls don ' L 
havc Lo lcarn a li k.ind., of compl icaled subjecl<.,, 
and thc <.,chcdulc is much more free. 
Ali in ali l think thal Norway is a great country 
\'vith grcat pcop lc in 'v\hich life follow<., it c; 
natural cour~c withoul being innuenccd by any 
k.ind of uncx pcclcd events. l certainl y cnjoycd iL, 
hut.. . l havc lo -.nap back. lo reality since l have a 
lot of homcwork. at Maths for lomorrow .. . 

Stefim Cristia11 Stcmel 
/asi - Romania 

The Spanish fiesta 
e got Lo Murcia on Monday, 3 1st 
March, at l .30 a.m. Wc were 
anxious to see il and were not 
disappointed. 

During the fìrst two days we partic ipated in thc 
Students' Conference, which was a chance lo 
makc new fricnds and also lo practise o ur Eng lish 
(and Spanish !) We discussed a lol of interesting 
things and had the oppmtunity lo see how many 

lhings we have in common. how simi lar our ideas, 
tastes and interests are. 
Howevcr, the most importanl part of the Spanish 
expcricncc was lhe music Festival in '" which we 

had the chance to admire the Italians p laying lhcir 
harps and nutes, the Dutch orchestra that had a 
greal perfonnance, thc Norwegians who showed 
their ta lenl in a concert in La Alberca, nol far from 
M urcia, and the charming harmony of the Spanish 

choir. 
The guided tours around Murc ia, thc visits lo thc 
m useums, the concerts, the trip lo the beach of La 
Manga, always in the company of our warm, 

friendly hosts under lhe ho t Spanish sun makc up 
a mosaic of unforgettable memories. We hopc wc 
wi ll have lhe oppor1uni1y to meet our new friends 
aga in . Ti ll then, we w il l wrile messages a nd 

continue our common projecLc:;. 
Oana 7ìmofte, fasi - Romania 

* 23 * 
* 



-
* 

"MIHAI EMINESCU" HIGH SCHOOL 

Dictators 

1 wa'> a remarl-ab lc experience for our 
Mudcnl'> v. ho took part. in a grcat numbcr, 
in thi'> projccl. They were exlrcmcl} 
in lete!> tcd in the topic (201 /z Century 

Dictators) and lhe lhitiy participants worl-cd on 
projcct!> abo u t Ccau~c!>cu, Lenin , Stalin, 
Antone~cu, Mu\\o lini, They worked in team~ 
and, in thi!> way thcy got to know onc anothcr 
better. Thc more they worked on thc projcct, thc 
more c ha llcnging it bccame for them. 
We wi!> hcd the direct contacts with our 
partncrs from thc other countries had bccn 
more numcrou c.;, although the ell.change of our 
fina! produci\ wa'> fruitful. 

We hopc that thi'> 
project \\ili be 
continued and il 
would be grca t if 
the students could 
meet and achic\e 
the necessary 
cultura! cxchangc. 
We are certai n lhal 
history can he lp uc.; 
become pari of lhc 
same Europc. 

Acting in English ... They are very pretty, aren'r they ? 

* 24 

* * 

Fairy Tales Project 
with a lot of fu n 

ne of the projcct'> which '>aw a lot of 
action going on in thc past t\\O 
year!> i'> thc htiry Tale., projccl , run 
b) two teachero, from our o,chool, 

Constantin Paidos, and Rodica Yulcancscu, and 
involving students from class RB, at present 
cla.,c.;c., 9A and 9E. 
La'>t ycar the students collected fatry tale'> and 
trano;latcd some of them into English, during the 
English classes, to scnd them lo thcir partners. 
Thcy aho received fairy ta lcs from other 
countrie., a nd we organitcd debatc'> d uri ng lhc 
Englio,h Club meeting'> lo compare fairy tale!> 
from different arcas of Europc, idcntif} ing 
common cores and thcmcs. thc studenls' 
conclu.,ions being al.,o '>Cnl for publicalion in 
1he l nlernational Studcnt'>' Magat i ne together 
with a \ideo recording of part of the dcbatc'> . 
During this school )Car, other fair} tale'> were 
collccted and the studcnts madc a mini 
collection of Romanian fairy- tales i ll u~lrated by 
them!>c lvc!>, which was prcscntcd by onc or the 
studenls during the Apri i meeting in Norway, 
ami which was also seni lo lhc coordinali ng 
school in Holland. In Dcccmbcr \VC organiLed a 
festiva l of the bilingual cla~~cs. and on 1his 
occasion wc also pre.,cmcd a dramalitation of a 
Romanian fairy tale, \Vhile lhe othct partners 
\\ere ali doing thc same l)'pe of acti\ i tic<; in 
thcir school'i. 

~ 
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Men of science 

., pa rt o f thc projcct " Pcoplc and 
scicnccs", the C hemistry g roup -
students and tcachcrs fro m our 
highschool organi sed prcscn1a1ions 

on the lopic .. Lei' <, 1-.now our ance<,IOr<, be tter"' , a 
g reat o pportunit) fo r our stude nls to fìnd out 
m o re abo u1 th e life a nd ac ti v it y o f so m e 
important personalities from (a<, i - profe.,.,ors 
and researchers in the fie ld o f chernistr). 
The studcnts also paid visits 10 memoria) houses 
and muscurn s in (as i in o rclc r to ga the r the 
nccessary informai io n rcla tcd to 1hc thcmc an d 
th e y m ad e a coll ec ti o n of po rtr a i ts o f th e 
chemi <,h to be included in the fìnal projcc t. 
Ano th e r s ubproj ec t o ur s tude nts are s tili 
involved in is the project on " Water" - a daring 
project meant to investigate the resources of 
water in our area and possible hazards as wel l as 
me an s o f prevc ntin g the m . The rc wil l b e 
exchanges on this topic w ith students rrom the 
partne r schools and we hope to bave prac tical 
application'> for our work . 

l 

Living a dream l -r got down from the clouds in Hol land on a 
Sunday afternoon. l fe lt like l was dream ing 

and l didn't want to wake up at ali. lt wasn' t 

_ hard to get used to the Dutch kind of l ite, 

because my host family made me feel l ike l was 

home, like l was part of the famlly. 

On the first day, just like any teenager, l had to go 

to schoo l w ith my friend and host, Ellen. Al i 

students gather ed for the fi r st t ime at the 

geography lesson, when each one of us present ed 

hislher country. After that, the teacher introduced 

us to the geography of Holland by talking to us 

and letti ng us watch a v ideo about it. 

The lnternational Students Festival in Steenwijk 

2 002 was the first f estival l had participated in, so 

the exdtement and thrill were overwhelming. 

Th e excitement made me want to tell my fr iend s 

an d fami ly about what had happened so far and 

soon th i s happened . While the Dutch and 

Norwegian student s were workmg on t he Anne 

Frank project, A lvaro - the Spanish student - and l 

were taken to the computer room where we could 

write messages to our friends and famil ies. 

Time passed quite quickly after that. The Dutch 

and the Norwegians worked on Fairy Tales, Alvaro 

p resent ed t he Galileo project, we had rehearsa ls 

together, prepar ing for the studio recordings we 

were to make on Thursday. lt was a good 

opportunity to get to know one another better, 

even to make friends. 

The visit to Amsterdam, to the Van Gogh 

Museum, the boat trlp along the canals of the 

c1ty were l ike a dream. Am sterd a m is an 

unforgettable city and the hosp1tal ity of its people 

make it rea lly g o stra ight t o your h eart, to stay 

there forever. 

However, the most impo rtant part of my stay in 

Holland was, for m e, the day of the recordings 

when l received the most flattering 

appreciation of my performance as a singer. l 
l 

couldn' t believe my eyes and my ears when l saw 

the artide i n the next day's newspaper and heard 

its t ranslation from my new friends. 

There were m any more interesting t h ings du ring 

my one-week stay m Steenwijk, but what will 

always remain in my heart are the f r iends l made 

there. We look forward to seeing each other in the 

future and we will always keep m touch one way 

or another. 

lngri</ larcuc~ewicz J * 
* 25 * 
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Comenius - Connecting peop/e 

Three year s with Come nius have changed our 
l i ves co mpl e tl y, i nfl ue nccd o ur m i nds a n d 
changed our view of teaching. How did we start? 

r· ""EAR 2100/2')01 
"Early childhood" - student<> of the 2nd stage 

W 
ith g re at expecta ti o n th e 
headmaste r J anka a nd teachcr 
Eva e nte re d t he S t art ing 
co nfe re nce in S tee nwij k in 

September 2000. They met new collegues from 6 
countries, some of them seemed to be a lready 
friends. Our school was the smallest one, having 
only one tcacher who wantcd to work seriously on 
intemational projects - without any mcthodical 
materi als, w ithout any ex pericnces and without 
having seen any projects before. But we gol very 
good partners, who wcre ready to help us anytime. 
The visit of Steenwijk was really a good start to 
our intem ational cooperation. Sleeping in an old 
farmers' house. working hard at school, spcaking 
about projects and plans for future cooperation, 
seeking for suitable partncrs, everything was a 
new experience for us. 
We decided lo take part in the project proposed by 
G e rman y, w h ic h was q u i te s imilar to o urs, 
"Stude nts ' life", but foc used o n the "Early 
childhood". We exchanged the tapes with o ur 
view of earl y childhood in Germany, HoUand and 
Slovakia. 

T he visit of three Dutch girls to Bratislava was 
the nice dot of the lìrst year of Comenius l ife. Wc 
tried to show the g irl s our ni ce town, beauti ful 
s urroundigs, a ba ll e t performance in S lovak 
Nati o na l Theatre, we pre p ared for the m the 
presentation of "Early chi ldhood" and a dancing 
programme presented by our students. We hope, * they had fun and ni ce impressions. 
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BRATISLAVA 

D YEAR '7001/200 
"l<airy taJes" - !>tudents of Lhe 3rd stagc 
"Picture Dictionary" - students of the l st and 
2nd stagc 
"Students1ife" - student~ of thc 2nd stage 

O ur Comcniu ~ team grev. up - a new collegue 
tri ed to work on international projects, wc were 
11ow two teachcrs. 

• = Che "l nternational Students Festival" 
in Steenwijk was a very nice star1 to the 
second year of our coopcration. Three 
s tud e nt s a nd t wo teac he rs v is ited 

Stecnwij k, mel o ld and ncw fri ends, working 011 
proj ec t~ and vis iting the beautiful country. The 
D utch s tudents mastered thc ir organi sati on j ob 
very well. showed the student s the town, were 
good companions, prepared the whole programme 
very ca re full y. Wc saw the o ld a nd mo de rn 
Ho ll and , the o ld and modc rn mili s, hi s to ri ca l 
towns a 11d seas ide . The fes ti va l e nde d with 
farewell party. at which the results of projects and 
each delegation were prescnted. A li part icipants 
had very good i mpres~ions. 

After thc Festival Lhe no rma! working life started. 
Wc were working on three projects and had much 
fun and many experiences during this time. We 
had found o ut 11ew met hods of using internet. 
tried to send the pic tu res 0 11 the proj ect-nct in 
Holland, read new fori egn fairy tales and painted 
and drew many nice pictures. 

And in the end o f thi s schoolyear thc teachers 
started to travel : our headmaster visited Norway 
and we hosted teachers from Romania (Radica) 
and Holl and (Jan). We tried to show Lhem our nice 
town and our life. 
This sccond year o f the Comenius cooperation 
wa~ eas ier and full o f fun. * * * * 

* * 
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An ne Fran k - studcnl<., of lhc 2nd <.,tage 
\ Vater - m iner a i watcrs - ~tudenh of lhc 2nd 

~tagc 

Rising S tars - s tudcnls from lhc whole <.,chool 
O ne day t r ip - ~tudcn l<., of thc 2nd ~tage 

O ur Comenius team is largcr again, 1wo other 
collcgues worked with us, we were 110\-\ four 

people. 

he work on p roject s tartcd with t he 
S ta rting conference in S tcenwijk , 
Ho ll and . lt wa!> conncc ted wi th the 
Inte rna tio na l Student <., Fest ival. Wc 

<>ent the re 5 students :md 2 teacher.,. T he vi'>il wa~ 
ve ry s uccessfu l . S tu dcnl<> took pari in two 
projcc l ~ (Anne Frank and Ri~ing Star'>) and were 
busy working the whole lime. We v i ~ited thc Anne 
Frank Museum in Amsterdam, played some <.,ong'> 
to internat io na l CD . l hope our ho'>h were 
<.;at isficd with us. The v i'>it left a decp unpact on 
our students. 

* 
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After comi ng home we startcd lo work on projects 
aga in. Some students were invest igating the 
importance of water and mapping the mi nerai 
waler<., in Slovah.ia. The othcr.., were working on 

World War '>econd and fìnding the peoplc who 
\\ere .... aving thc lhc'> of per<.;ecuted people. Thc 

others werc organi'>ing thc trip for thc 'i'>itor.., 

from Holland. Wc wantcd to worh. on Fairy Tales 
a nd Piclurc Dictionary, but thc tcacher wa~ 
dbsapointed by the coopcration and made another 

school project w ith thc sludents. 

Aftcr worh. ing hard \\C ali mct in 
Murcia at thc Final confcrencc and 

Spring Pc..,tiva l. Wc l ived in a nice 
ho'>lcl ncar Murcia. <;pen i a li t imc 

togcl hcr. S l udcn l '> were singing, 
laughing and mah. ing fun . The teachers 
were <,ati~fied with lhc thrcc year!> 
cooperation and evcryone wa!> YCI) sad 
that the Lime i'> ovcr and lhc chance lo 

gct the Comcnius grant i'> ~mal i. But we 
ali hope to stay in contact and try to let 
our Comeniu'>-<.,chool-net li ve for a long 

ti mc. 



Il is truc, Comcniuo, projccts connec t people from 
difTererH pari!. of Europe, allow them to work. 
togcthcr and thro ug h work make fricnd'> and 
know each other, know foriegn countri c-; ami 
customs i n forcign countries. While vis iti ng an d 
working togcthcr people influence each othcr, 
takc rnany good atlributes over. And after thrcc 
year., of cooperalion we have changed into rcal, 
ncw Europeans. joined a li best anributes from ali 
of us: WC can \\-Ork. punctuaJ Jikc pcopJc frorn thc 
North. make fun and feel carefree likc peoplc 
from the South, be hcarty likc peoplc from the 
Middle. 

El·a Stancikoi'Ct 

* 
* 
* 
* 

* * * 
* 
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I.E.S. LICENCIADO FRANCISCO CASCALES 
MURCIA (SPAIN) 

Comenius in Licenciado Casca/es High School. 
2000/2003 

uring the second stagc 2000/2003 
- of thc Comenius Project in 
Licen c iado Fran c isco Casca/es 
High School, in Murcia, different 

projects havc bce n dealt with , v.g. "EARTII ­
MOON 01STANCE", "SHAKESPEARE", "To KILL A 
MOCKING BIRO", "GALILEO GALILEI" , " GOLDEN 
SECTION" , "FAIRY T ALES". Severa l exchanges 
have also been carried out with Askim, Padova 
and Slecnwij"- in relalion to these projects. The 
coordinators h ave lrave lle d to l as i for lhe 
starting conference in September, 2002. One 
teacher - new fo r the project in 2002-03 - and 
one student - the onc in charge of arranging a 
st udcnls-s teeri ng -g roup - have lra ve lled to 
Steenwijk in October, 2002. 

The day is aboul lo start a t Cascafes school 

As fo r the projects, it is, on the one hand and 
wi thoul any doubt , imporlan t lo work on the 
different topics as s ubjec t s of stud y b y 
themselves, but, on the other hand, il is also very 
important to use these topics as links between 
the stude nts a nd teachers from the differen t 
countries. 
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Norwegian and Spamsh students dance trad1tional songs 

together in Askim 

The connection by post, e-mai l, etc. to check 
how the projects are progress ing is what keeps 
motivation going on, and achievcmcnt of a lìnal 
produci (a CD rccording for "S haJ..c '>peare 
Project", a Power Poi n t pre sentai io n for 
"Gal i leo Gal i lei Proj ect" w hic h we took to 
Padova) makcs the s tudents feci willing to gel in 
touch with the studenls of the countrics involved 
in the difTcrenl projects. 

In fac t. v ia exchanges the stude nts can show 
thei r work and aho compare with what their 
matcs have donc somewhere e lse in Europe. 
The n , some othe r activities can be he ld in 
common, such as performances ("Fai ry Tales 
Project") or prac ti ces "in s itu" (mcasurcmen ts 
for "Earth-Moon Distance Project", comparing 
theory and pract ice in "Go lde n Scction 
Project"). T his work is done in cooperation wi th 
s tudents from other countries; thcy can compare 
the way the work is done and how il lì ts w ithin 
the c urric ulum . Th is lead s the m to establish 
comparisons between different school systems, 
and ... everything starts, internationalization 
grows, and wc are sowing the seeds of a better, 
more underslanding Europe. 

"' 



PROJECT FAIRY TALES 
ASKIM- MURCIA, 2002 l 2003 

ship~ . 

ne <;unny aflernoon, 1wo '>hephcrd-. 
wcrc raking care of 1he flod. when 
they saw far in lhe h ori7on the 
frightening -.aih of fif ty "i"ing 

Thcy ran !>cared, through the forests , down the 
va ll ey. Th e si le nce cou ld be heard , a~ if 
expec ling somelh ing rc rrible 10 happen . The 
birds didn't s ing anymore, and lhe littlc an imals 
in the forest we re hiddcn in their de ns. Thc 
neighbours in ali the vi ll ages ncarby lit fires lo 
warn about thc dangcr and lhe livc!>lock wa'> 
taken lo safer places. 

The Count o f Laredo got hi s little army ready 
for the defencc o f the piace . Bui, thc n , 
something rea ll y unexpected happcned . The 
viki ng::. werc noi carryi ng any weapons and thcir 
land ing was pcaceful. O nc of the viking soldiers 
could ~peak lhe language of lhe neighbours and 
he spokc to lhem: 
"We are tired of !>ai ling and fighling endlcssly. 
We are lired of the wind blowing against our 
sails and the waves crashing againsl ou r '>hip.., 
every night. May Thor help us ! Wc shall come 
back lo lhi.., piace and prepare this beautiful 
valle} a., a base for our flcet. And wc shall help 
sailor.., in their way toward.., the Mediterranean 
Sea." 
The Count agreed 10 cstablish a vi"ing colon} in 
this piace, called Liendo, but with the only 
condition lhat foreig n people wou ld nol be 
allowed lo use any kind of wcapons, nor '>land 

for any public posl , and lhey should be 
respec tful lo Catholic religion. They were 
al lowcd lo take women from the valley as their 
wive'> . Ouring lhis ti me, evcrybody li ved in 
peace and proud of themselves. And it lasted for 
many, many }ears. 

Ba:-.ed on this legend, \l'e did some drama work 
during the international comenius week in 
Murcia . By means of role-p/ay card.'ì and some 
drama pltysica / warm-ups, an improvised 
performance was achieved ami later presented 
to the audience ou the farewe /1 party. 
/ t \l'a.\ quite clwllenging to gather everybody 
and work togeth er towards a sam e aim. 
Fortwwtely. there were quite a few good actors 
and actre\ses among tlze .\ludents and they 
worked hard to cooperate with the fina/ owcome 
of the exclumge. There 11·ere se1·en main teams 
pnforming : A family. the Count and his 
Knights, some friends , a group of dancers and 
111ltSicilms, t11·o 'ìltepherds, t/re narrators and the 
peaceful invaders: Tlte Vikings. The conclusion 
tlwt CClllll' out after imprcJI'ising a peaceful 
invasion was summed up in the wish of 
ever.vbody for peace in tlze world and some 
really heautijit! words produced by the students 
themselves about nowadays war in l rak. 
Fail)·tales u.wall.v lwve a happy ending and this 
one cm t/d noi be less. t h ere were a few weddings 
amo11g the popu/ation of Liendo and the 
inl'lulers ( always counting on the permission oh 
His Higlmen Cou111 Laredo) and tlzen some 
really good dancing clteered everyone to join on 
this party time. /t would be nice sometimes if 
rea/ /ife could have a little bit of magie from 
fairy tales. especially when t h ere 's a rea/ war 
going on . . . Cheers and good luck t o young 
generations for this world's future belongs to 
tlzem. 

* 
* 

* 
* 
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PROJECT GOLDEN SECTION 
STEENWIJK - MURCIA, 
2001 l 2002 AND 2002 l 2003 

he Golde n Scction, ah o ca lled the 
Goldc n Ratio , the Golde n Mean, the 
Divine Proportio n, o r thc Fibonucci 
Ratio, is ~ imultaneou'> l y o ne o f thc 

most deep and onc of thc most overdone topics 
in hi sto rical mathematics. In thc gui se o f the 
Fibonacci Sequence, thc Golden Section is far­
reaching a nd pervasivc in the ficlds of ma th, 
a r t, a rchitecturc, biology, a nd m usic . 
The Golden Section could be described in many 
ways. lt is tbc smallest number greater tban one 
whose dec imai part is the same as its reciprocal , 
the number that is exac tl y o ne lcss tha n it s 
square, the limit o f success ive te rms o f the 
Fibo nacci Seque nce, the continue d frac ti o n 
1+( 1, l , l , l , l , ... ), or the numbe r 
1.6 18033988 .... It is easy to ~how that ali of 
these are equi vale nt. 
A s id e fro m th e numbe r o f intrin sic 
mat he m atica l rc la ti o n <., hip '> concerning thi s 
rathe r s imply de ri ved numbe r, the Go lde n 
Sec ti o n see m s to have a t leas t a littl e 
signifìcance in many differe nt d isciplines, many 
of the m deci d cd ly no nm a th e ma ti ca l. l t Ì'> 
believcd that rcctangles who<.,e width -to- height 
ratio are Phi o r 1/Phi are tbc most aesthetically 
pleas ing lo vicw, and tha t the rati o has bccn 
designed , e ither conscious ly or unconsciously, 
i nto a numbe r o f g rea t w orks of art a nd 
arcbitecture. In additio n, timing o f a musical 
piece can be conside re d idea i w he n in thi s 
proportion. 
Though these are ex treme ly subjective claims, 
di ffic ult to substantiate and almost impossible to 
prove, o thcr c la im s a re no t so . A searc h 
algorithm to piace an object correc tl) in a n 
orde red sequence, o r lo find the minimum or 
max imum valu e o f a fun c tio n o n a g ive n 
interval, can be shown to be optimal if it uses 
the G o lde n Sec ti o n to partit io n it s searc h 
interval. Furthermore, thc ratio, in the form o f 
F ibo nacc i numbe rs, turn s up f reque ntl y in 
nature, in thc di stribution of seeds o r leaves in 
p lants, o r in certain patterns o f g rowth , most 
notab ly, tha t o f the s he ll o f t he c hambe re d 
nautilus, Nautilus pompi lius, accounting for its 
frequent appearance on the cover of textbooks 
of mathematics. Perhaps most astoni shing is the 
relation of the Golden Secti o n to lhc ex ponential 
constanl 'e' lhrough lhe logarithmic spirai. 

32 

* 

The cloister of the lE. S. Licenciado Francisco Casca/es 

E uc li d de mo ns l ra le d how lo cons lruct the 
Golden Scction in Proposition 11- 11 , "To cut a 
g ivc n s t ra ig h t lin e <.,o that l he rec tang le 
conlai ned by lhe whole and one of the <;cgmcnls 
Ì'> eq ua! 10 the sq uare o n t he remaining 
segment. " Latc r o n. in propos ilio n VI-30. he 
refcr'> to an analogou.., construction as cutting a 
<;t raight li ne into an "Extreme and mean ratio" . 
E!-.scnti all)', Euc lid di \ ided a li ne into two parts 
so that lhe ral io or the who le to lhe fi rsl part 
equal s lhe ratio of lhc fi rst to the second part. 
Anyone can lìnd thi s Proportion in many usual 
o bjccts as cred it card s. seve r a ! boxes, 
advertising boards, and so on. A very easy way 
to find thi s Pro porti o n i n bui ldings o r 
architecto nic structures is by try ing to fi x the 
shapc o r a credit card with these slructures. This 
is what wc ca rri ed oul in Murc ia to fi nd the 
go lden seclion in some outstanding bui ldings. 
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